
 Rabbits Reception Class            

Autumn 2020 Newsletter 
Communication & 
Language 
 

 

Our topics this term will be Wonderful me and Space.  We will be listening to others talk 
and listening to stories and beginning to respond appropriately to what we have heard.  
What we do on a day to day basis in Reception will be very much influenced by the 
children’s needs and interests and so our topics are always very flexible. 
 
To help your child at home you could: 
 

• Ask your child what he/she has learnt at school each day. 
• Read stories to your child and ask him/her to retell them in the correct order 

afterwards.  Help him/her to provide more detail and build up vocabulary by 
asking questions about the stories read. 

 

Physical 
Development 
 

 

During the Autumn term your child will be taking part in daily ‘Finger Gym’ activities to 
practise fine motor skills and build up strength to help develop pre-writing skills.  They 
will also take part in exercises to develop their core body strength.  PE lessons will take 
place first thing on a Wednesday morning so your child will need to come to school 
dressed in their PE kit and remain in their kit all day.  
 
To help your child at home you could: 

• Practise painting or colouring pasta tubes and threading them onto skewers or 
string. 

• Make models from playdough and decorate using small beads, sequins etc. to 
practise careful finger movements  

Personal, Social & 
Emotional 
Development 
 

 

All the children will be learning lots of new rules and routines about how to follow British 
and the Arley 8. They will also learn about the ‘Four R’s’; Resilience, Resourcefulness, 
Reflectiveness and Relationships which will help them to feel positive and confident 
about themselves and their learning. 
 
To help your child at home you could: 
 

• Discuss with your child what he/she has enjoyed learning the most during each 
school day and how they have been showing good learning behavior by following 
the class rules. 

• Encourage your child to describe him/herself in positive terms and talk about 
his/her abilities by praising him/her for always trying his/her hardest. 

 

Literacy  
 

 

During the Autumn term your child will be starting to put his/her new phonics skills into 
practice by beginning to read and write simple words. Please make sure your child brings 
their book-bag to school with them every day. 

To help your child at home, you could: 

 

• Help him/her to match the letters and pictures and stick them into his/her home 
learning book each week and practise forming each letter correctly. 

• Hear him/her read his/her reading book and word cards several times a week and 
write a comment in the home school reading record. 

• Read books or comics together to help your child develop a love for reading and 
ask your child to explain what he/she has enjoyed about each story. 

• Visit the local library and enjoy sharing books together. 
 



Mathematics  
 

 

As a mathematician your child will be taking part in daily mathematics carpet inputs 
during his/her first term in Reception. He/she will be recognising numerals, counting 
carefully, adding, subtracting and estimating how many objects he/she can see using the 
language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’.   

To help your child at home, you could: 

• Ask him/her to guess how many objects there are in a jar/ on a plate (eg. grapes, 
raisins, cereal hoops etc.) and check by counting carefully. 

• Encourage your child to notice numerals in the environment (eg. on road signs, in 
shops, on doorways etc.)  Count how many steps he/she can climb to the top of 
the stairs/slide or how many jumps to the next puddle – anything can be 
counted! 

• Split a selection of objects into two piles, count carefully how many are in each 
pile and find a numeral to match each set saying which set has ‘more’ and 
‘fewer’. 

 

Understanding the 
World  
 

 

Your child will be developing his/her understanding of the world by learning about people 
and communities, technology and the world around them.  Every child will be encouraged 
to think about the things that make him/her unique whilst also recognising similarities 
and a shared intention of following British values. 

To help your child at home, you could: 
• Talk together about ways to follow British values (eg. treat everybody equally, 

help others, listen to and respect other peoples’ opinions, values, cultures and 
beliefs). 

• Talk about how everyone is special and what makes your child special to help 
them talk about themselves in a positive way and confident way. 

 

Expressive Arts & 
Design 
  

 
 

In Reception your child will have many opportunities to develop his/her creativity by 
exploring and using media and materials and by being imaginative.   

To help your child at home, you could: 

• Make a junk model together from empty cereal boxes, yoghurt pots, kitchen roll 
cardboard tubes etc.  Add in small world figures (eg. Lego, clothes peg dolls, small 
toys etc.) and encourage your child to make up and act out their own stories.  
Encourage him/her to make further props (eg. furniture for houses, food for 
tables, clothes for characters etc.) 

• Collect natural materials (eg. twigs, leaves, conkers, acorns, pebbles, seeds, 
feathers, shells etc.) and arrange them to make pictures or models by placing in 
playdough (eg. people, animals, characters, settings, vehicles, abstract etc.)  
Describe the pictures or models created and play alongside your child to 
encourage him/her to introduce and continue his/her own storyline and act out 
stories. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Further Information: 

The Reception team consists of Mrs Garvin - Rabbit Class Teacher, Miss Bourke and Mrs King  - 

Reception Teaching Assistants.  Please feel free to talk to any of the staff if there is ever anything 

you want to know – we’re here to help!  

Clothing – Please remember to send in labelled weather/waterproof clothes to go over school 

uniforms for outdoor play in the cold and wet (waterproof all in one suits or trousers/dungarees 

and coats are fantastic or hooded coats, over trousers and wellington boots in a waterproof bag).  

If your child has the occasional ‘accident’ it is always a good idea to pack a change of clothes 

anyway so that they can get themselves changed if necessary.  These can be left on their pegs for 

if/when needed.  Your child may very well get dirty at school – this is a sign that they have been 

learning and having fun, so please don’t worry! 

Water bottles – please make sure your child brings in a bottle of water to school every day so 

that they can have a drink whenever they wish to.  Please only fill these with plain or flavoured 

still water or weak sugar-free squash unless your child has a medical condition and you have 

made alternative arrangements with Mrs Kelly. 

PE – PE will take place on a Wednesday unless informed otherwise.  Please send your child into 

school on a Wednesday morning dressed in their PE kit ready to start their lesson first thing.  This 

year child will remain in their PE throughout the day.  Thank you in advance for clearly naming 

every item so we can return clothes to the right children if they get lost. These P.E sessions will 

start from Wednesday 1st October 2020.  

Reading – to begin with sounds will be sent home on a weekly basis for your child to practise 

recognising the new sounds we have been learning in class each week.  Your child can cut out the 

letters and pictures and stick them next to each other in their ‘home learning books’.  They can 

then draw other objects beginning with each sound (phoneme) and practise writing the letter 

(grapheme).  If they wish to challenge themselves they could also attempt writing labels for their 

pictures or try to write as many words as they can using the letters and sounds in their book so 

far. Home reading books and word cards will start to be sent home during the second half of the 

Autumn term and they will be changed weekly.  Please do write in your child’s reading diary so 

you can let us know how your child is getting on with their reading at home.  Children will be 

heard read at least once weekly in school but the more you read with your child at home the 

more your child will benefit.   

Please do send in any children’s comics or magazines that you have at home instead of recycling 

them so that children can read them in our ‘Greatest Reading Area’.  



Phonics – www.phonicsplay.co.uk has some great phonics games on that you can enjoy with your 

child at home, practise words including the Phase Two and Three sounds to begin with.  

Parent Partnership –Parents and carers will be invited to sign up for opportunities during the 

school year to come into school and work with their child, look at Learning Journals and speak 

with the Reception staff – look out for when times are posted outside the classroom door!  We 

hope as many parents/carers will join us as possible, but if for any reason the times offered are 

not convenient we will try our best to arrange other opportunities for you to come into school 

and visit so no one misses out.  Comments and suggestions are also welcomed so please do let us 

know what you think or if you have any ideas or requests and we will try our hardest to 

accommodate any ideas if possible.  

Reception Fund – thank you so much to everyone who has remembered to pay their Reception 

Fund money already, a weekly £1.50 donation can be given to the class teacher each Monday 

morning – or if you would prefer you can pay in advance for the whole half term at a time.  This 

money will be used to ensure that we can provide the best opportunities and activities for your 

child in Reception and keep resources topped up once original stocks are used up.  We use a lot 

more arts and crafts materials in the early years than in any other year group because the 

children take charge of their own learning and are encouraged to self-resource, so they need lots 

of choices and of course also like to take home what they have made!  Every donation is very 

gratefully received and appreciated.  

 

 

Many Thanks  

 

 

Mrs Garvin  

Reception Class Teacher 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

